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FAMILY GROUP No · 3.: Husband's Full Name THOMAS CHRISTIAN . 
This Information Obtained From: ~·~ Day Moatb Year Clty. Town or Place County or Provlllee, etc. 5'ate or Country Add. Wo. on Hultialld 

Hamlin Papers, P.3 Birth 
Ist Familes o:f Cht"'nd 
America •• Compend. Mar. 

of ~mer. Genealo~ Death 

Burial 

-~ 
Will-\~m & Marv Places of Residence 

~1 011~Y"terlv Occupation Church Affiliation Militat"y Rec. 
i" Othor Wives. U imy. No.~~ etc. 

l! Mako 11eoarato alMiet for mar. 

o= His Father Mother's Maiden Name 
~i. 
J.J 

Wife's Full Maiden Name f~i 
!~f WUc"s 

Day Montb Yeas- CUy. Town or Place Camly or Provinc:o. etc. &11re or Country Acid. Info. OD Wtfo 1:1 . Data 

Ii. Birth 
r t .... Chr'nd ~ .. ., 
.t!J Death : .. !-.... 

Burial i;i 
... ! Compiler Sutt on Christi Plices of Residence !Ji 

Address Occuoation if other than Housew!f e Church Affiliation ~h 
=f~ a.5i 

City, State ~ J'JW~'~1d1~~\,\.2i.dc. 
Date Her Father Mother's Maiden Name 

Sex Chlldrm's Nam" ID Pull I Chlldren·• Day M01Ch (~ fTU'3C In Order: of birtb) 0Ata Yr;ar Clty. Town or Plocc County or Province. etc. State or CountTy .Acid. Info. ca Cbl.ldnl 

1 Thomas II 
a1rth J.O"(U 

Mar. 
Pull tJame cl ~ '\ Death 1736 Probably Goochland Co. Vae 
Re bee.ca Stith -

~nri:l l - 2 I Birth -Charles Mar. 

I 
Pull Na.-ne d ~ \ Death 

--i- Burial 

13 James Birth 
Mar. 

I Full NarM of SpouW \ Death 
I -
I Burial 
14 Birth 

I John Mar. 

I 
Full Name of~ \ Death 

Budal 
15 Birth 
I Mar. I 
i i''<ll Name cl ~ ·\ Death ! 
I Bui:-ial I 

p Birth 

I Mar. 
F;.W ~ame ol SpouMO \ Death 

Budal -
7 Birth 

Mar. 
Ft.:.JIN.c..-necl~ 

\ Death 
Burial 

r 
Birth·: 

Mar. 
Full NarM of Spouae9 

\ Death 
Burial 

9 

~ 
r.Hrth -· 
Mar. 

Full N•m• of SpwH9 be a th 
Burial 

10 
i 

Birth 
Mar. 

Full ~L~~ o! !:~aa- \ Death 
BuLial . , . . .. . . -J, c:iArricLI 11.>0N' tl-t.M tt,..~ t.:o. e.a.cb mar. (1) (2) de. iu:id llst 1n Add. l.lfo. o;i chi.aeon colum: ... Use revcrH side for adcUttoul chUdr=. Q(~t" c<Jfea. relel")n<:"-a or l:iormatlco. 



Toe Compendium o:f American Genealogy First Families o:f America : 

"Thomas Christian, from Isle of Man to Charles City Co., Va.~~, l.657; 
patented 100 acres on north side o:f James river and east side of Chick
ahominy river, Charles City Co., 1657. As Mr. Thomas Christian, he 
patented 1,080 acres Oct. 21, 1687 in Charles City Co. Later, in 
1694, he patented 193 acres in Charles City Co., south of Chickahominy 
Swamp•tt 

Genealogist Charles Hughes Hamlin o:f Richmond, Va. ·: "Patent Book, P 167 
shows: "Jan. 15, 1657 - THOMAS CHRISTIAN granted 100 acres of" land in 
James City County adjoining lands of Captain Bridges Freeman and Thomas 
Young - for the transportation of two p.3rsons, viz. THOMAS C11HISTIAN 
(probably himself or his son) and John Wilkerson. 

. ( 
ll>EM - P 77 - " March 18, 166~ - THOMAS CHRISTIAN renews his patent for 
100 acres of land in James City County. 

"QUIT RENTS OF 1704 : The only record available for this or later periods 
revealing the names of the land-owners o:f Virginia who owed a yearly 
rental of ~ne shilling per 50 acres to the King. The list was actually 
a Tax List on land but it serves us now as a Census of the land-owners 
in Virginia :for that year. The only one of' the surname "CHRIS'l'IAN°. was: 
TH0~1AS CHRISTIAN CHARLES CITY CO.. 1273 acres o 

Hamlin also cites earlier background of the CHRISTIAN FA!·lILY :from 
B1J:--l..(.*(E ' S GENERAL AID10RY.: 

CHRISTIAN - (U;nerigg Hall - County Cumberland, England) - descended 
:from the ancient :family o:f M'Christen, o:f the Isle of Man, who :for 
seve~a1 generations have been Dempsters or Judges of that. Is1a.nd. 
The name :first appears to have been written CHRISTIAN about the 
year 1600. 

ARMS: - Azure, a Chevron humettee between three covered cups, goldo 

CREST: - A Unicorn's head erased - silver collared and armed goldo 

CRESTS OF EKGLAND IRELAKD shows at least 7 di:fferent .crests belong
ing to Chris~ian £amilies. (Only one has a collar on the neck.) 

\if!LLIAN Af\4"1) MARY QUARTERLY; "At one time there were 12 connecting 
plantations owned and occupied by Christians on both sides_o:f the Chick
ahominy river. An old silver teaspoon was :found in a rat's ne.st in the 
ceiling of one of the houses. On the handle is stamped a unicorn's head 
that plainly has a collar on its neck. This was later owned by Judge 
George Christian." 

NOTE: Dur~ng a visit to Williamsburg, Va. In December, 1961, Sutton 
Christian and his wife, Nevada, made a brief' visit to Locust Hill, which 
was at that time owned by Nr. Stuart G. Christian. Portions o:f this o~ 

4 

house were built about 1690, when it was part 0£ the land patented to { 
the :first Thomas Christian along the Chickahominy river. Mr. Stuart 
Chri5tian was an attorney in Richmond, Ba., and the old ~lantation house 
W<::.S maintained as a vacation home :for him and the :families of' his two 
sons. The caretaker took Sutton down into the basement to show him the 
antique beams supportine a portion o:f the house. The attached snapshot 
was ~aken by the visiting Christians on this occasion. 



Mr. Stuart G. Christian replied to a l etter from Sutton as follows 
Jan. 17 9 1961 
11 At this point l et me correc t a misunderstanding. The origina l tract, 
once owned by Thomas Christia n, ·was ·divided into two parts, "Locust Hill11 

conta ini ng 550 acres, and " Green Oak", erroneously described as Cherry 
Bottom, c ontaining 450 acres. The name "Green Oak 11 is established by 
many old letters which are at the placeo 

"The Locust Hill tract passed out of the family for some y ears and was 
aul•e equently purchased by me and a few months ago was conveyed by me 
to my two sons, Raleigh Colston Christian and Stuart G. Christian, Jr~ 
I am s orry that you saw the old house after it had b een winterized. I t 
is attractive i n the summer months, particularly when al l of my seven 
grandc:~-iildren are in 11 full cry". 

He also enclosed the following excerpt :from 11 01.d Virginia Clerks" : 
"Robart Walker Christian 9 who was cle rk of the circuit and county 
courts of Charles City county f'rom 1817 to 18h6 " was the eldest son 
of Turner Christian by his first marriage wi t h Sarah WalkRro He was 
born at 1 Kimma ge s ' on the James river, jus t above 'Westover' in Charles 
City, on the lJ~h day of Dece mbe r, 17830 His father was a d escendant 
of: that :family of' Great Britain un:i.ve rsally styled by British chroniclera 
1 tha ancient family' of Ewanrigg Hall ~n Cumbarland 1 and Millntown and 
Ronalds way in the I s le of Man . During the troublouD times of Cromwell 
several mamber.s o f this :family came over to this country and settled 
in Virginiat and we find from the records of the Vir~inia land office, 
in Ricl~ond 9 that as early as the year 1657, one of thcmf named Thomas 
Chris tian 9 obtained a g rant for land in Jamen City county, then the 
very heart o :f the c olony, and that b etwee:..1 the years l657 and 1764, nu;n ·
erouo tracts, containin g severa l thousand acres, were ~ranted to differ
ent members of thi s same family, in the c ounties of Charles City, Hen
rico9 Goochland, Alb a ma rle and Augustao On..: of' these tracts in Charle s 
City county, which w~s granted to Thomas Christian in 1657, has bean 
oimed and occupied by Capt. Thomas L. Chri :,t i an (a ne~phew of Robert 
Y.;ilke r Christian , and as gallant a Co:n:fsder ate soldier as any in the 
a:rmy ) and Louisa Chri s tian , his wife" "!lho was a.lso a Christian 9 and a 
linoal d~gcanctant of the o riginal granteao 

11 (Ths plac e refe rred to above is Grean Oc-~:~9 r1vW Ovmed by meo 11 



FAMILY GROUP No 2 Husband's Full Name Thomas Christian II • 
This Information Obtained From: ~~~·~ Day Month Year Ctty. Town or Placo County or Provlnc:o• etc. State or Cowllry Add. Info. cm Hustud 

-Birth 1676 
Chr'nd 

·Mar. 

Death 17116 Goochland Co..• Va. 

Burial 
Places of Residence Henrico 1 Goochland u Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 

I! ~~~ :::::1~ :Clet~':r ~~>~ 
J. His Father Thomas Christia1:Mother1s Maiden Name =il 
':J . 
J..i Wife's Full Maiden Name Rebecca Stith , .. ., 
r·1 WUe's 

Cuy. Town or Plat"e -a Data Day Month Year Ccuniy or Province. etc. Srare or Cour.rry Add. Info. OD Wife 

L1 Ii r Birth 
"oe I Chr'nd Charles Ci·tvo Va. h" 
.t31 Death 
:: .. ~ 
=~1 Bu'MA1 
fj;; Compiler Sutton Christi ~laces of Residence 
u2) 

Address Dccuoation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation ;~i 

hi City, State ~i ~~'*ccaurtf~.M\1m..ctc:. ..... 
Date Her Father D rurv Stith· Mother's Maiden Name 

SQ Chlldren'a Names ID Pull I Cblldrcn"D Day Moath Year City, Tcwn or. Placo (ArraJlie ID order ol birth) D•ts County or Provlcce. ~ State or Country Add. Info. en Ch1ldroD 

1 III 
Birth 

Thomas 
Mar. 

Pu.llNameol~ \ Death 
Buris:il 

2 
Robert Christian 

Birth 1700 
Mar. 

I Pull Nune cl SpouN- \ be a th 
! Lucy Bradley Burial 

13 William 
Birth 
Mar. 

I Full Name cl SpouW \ Death 
Burial 

4 Mary.r 
Birth 
Mar. 

Pull !'Jame o( Spou.lo6 \ Death 
Burial 

5 
Constant 

Birth 
!Mar. 

PwlNamedS~ \ !Death 

! !Burial 

~ Re bee.ca 
Birth 
Mar. 

-
Full Name of Spouae• '\ Death 

Burial 

11 Ann Morning 
Birth 
Mar. I F\Jl NAme of Spou~ \ Death 
Burial 

8 James 
Birth 
Mar. 

·P•.&11 Name of SpoUH9 \ Death 
3urial 

9 I Birth 
! 

\ 
Mar. 

Full Name ol Spouae9 Death 
3urial 

10 Birth 
lMar. 

Pl•U Name of Spouso• \ Death 
Budal - •lf m.•'"111!'1 moroe- th!ln l)ly,(' l~o. earh mar. 1 2 ccc. aad llot ln •Add. ln!o. 0'1 children• colum11o Uoe reverse oicle for 4ddttlonal chH<:ln: ( )( ) other noceo refcC"Oncc11 or ., at! Lnf nn .tii. 



REGISTER OF THE KENTUCKY HISTORICAL SOCIETY , Oct. 1949 Vol 47 #161 
pp 304 -308 "Christians of Virginia and Kentucky" by Ruth Nelms 
Hooker, Memphis, . .'Tenn. "Mrs. Rita Browne of Somerset, England, 
says that descendants of William Christian who married Elizabeth 
Collier and who se_tt1ed in Virginia in 1655, have done much research 
on this (Christian ) family. This William Christian's son, Thomas 
Christian was patenting land in Virginia in 1657. Mrs. Browne 
believes William Christian to have been the grandson of Daniel Christ~ 
ian of Baldronia, Isle of Man, who was the son of Demster John 
NcCrystyn IV of Milntown, living 1498-1511. 11 

( 



FAMILY GROUP No • Husband's Full Name Robert Christian 
This Information Obtained From: ~·, Da7 Medb Y¢ar C"tty. Ton or Place Ccusly or Provtoce, de. Sla1eor~ Add. Into. cm Huatud 

Will. o:f .Robert C. Birth 1700 
Hamlin Papers, p 4 Chr'nd 
Wm & Mary Q Vo1 5ft Mar. 

p 261-263 Death 1748/49 Will dated Mar. 250 17481 
Burial probated 1749 

~f 
Places of Residence 
Occupation Church Afflliation Milltary Rec. 

II ~::=:.~:let~ \U~-'>,:: 
l. His Father Thomas Mother's Maiden Name Rebecca Stitht cU 
~1 
J.f i Wife's Full Maiden Name Lucv Bradlev 

f di 
wu.·o 

Dt7 Moal2li Ycai- CUy, Town or Pt.c. Cwnly OC' PnMDc .. de. Slato or COUtltrY Add. !Dfo. oa Wife Deta 

ti Birth 

.. ' Chr'nd 'r Death 
ief !Rtt~b1 ' Jji Comoller Sutton Christ: R!Res of Residence 

; ~ Address , Occuoation lf other than Housewife Church Afflliation 
J!f City, ~ate 

, 
~ ~ m::m·~d"c~.i~.ecc. 

Date Her Father Mother's Malden Name 

Soa CU.ldna'o NelM9 m hl1 1~14ren'o Dey Mcalb Veer Cl.ty, TO'IVD or Plac. County or Pl"QY1Dc .. ~ State or Cciwny AM. Wo. oa CWdna (An'uee lD order ol ...., 

1 IBtrth 

Drurv Mar. 2/23/1751 Goochland 
Pull~ ol 5pouW \ Death 1783 Wi11· -prob. Oct. 3., 17830 AmheJ i-st o Va. 

LucretiR {Lucv\ R11rtn1 

2 ".LJ.._. .Lg.au;> 
Birth 

John-- Mar. 
l'Ull NalM al~ 

\ n~ath 

Burial 

3 I ~irth 
Robert II Mar. 

PlallNAmad~ \ Death 
Burial 

4 Birth 
Lucv M!Lr. 1784 

JluU~af~ \ Death 
Li•• • 'R"riui1ev iRurfnl 

5 Birth 
Elizabeth Mar. 

F~UNomeof~ 

\ Death 

Burial 
6 Blrth 

Mar. 
PW! Nt.rM cl~ \ Death 

Sudol 

rl Blrth 
Mar. 

Pull N.m. cl~ \ Death 
Burial 

8 Birth 
Mar. 

Pu.llNaJMol~ \ Death 
Burial 

9 
~ 

Birth 
Mar. 

Pu.11Ntmeol~ \ Q~_ath 

Burial . 
10 Birth 

M3r. -Full Name of~ \ Death 
Budal 

"P" n-.. orr1tct l':)Of'e Ura" m<".to N1>. oa('h mar. (I t~ etc. G:a ~IA -AaC&. l.Dfo. OSI c;bUdi-en~ c~1&1n11e UM ro\t#IN olde for Gddntooal dW~ oiboc' DOlea. c-Q.fel'ODC4 or blf~ )() 



HAMLIN PAPERS: ·quote Goochland Co. Deed Book 2, p 146 : "Novo . · 
17, 1735, .. I , THOMAS CHRISTIAN of Goochland County and the Parish 
of St. James, :for :fath~r1y love, I doe hereby freely and abso1titely 
give unto MY SON, ROBERT CHRISTIAN and his heirs :forever the tract . 
or parcel o:f land whereon he now fives - beginning at a sma.11 branc# 
of Beaverdam Creek - to 'Dhomas Baley' s corner - Adam''s corner tree -

etc. containing by estimate 300 acres· - e.tc. Recorded Nov •. 18, 1.735 

IDEM: Albemarle Co. Va., Will Book i, P 2 (Albemar1e :formed 1744 .· 
:from Goochland Co.,) 0 Will of.' ROBERT CHRISTIAN of St. Ann's Parish, 
County of.' Albemarle, dated 25th March 1748 - probated May Court .. 
1749 - Legatees ) : 

"To my three sons., John Christian, Robert Christian and. · l 
DRURY CHRISTIAN, one tract of land that I now live on. c.on
taining l,OOO acres to be equally divided amongst.them -:etc~ 
Executors : ttLucey Christian (wife) and my :friends, .William 
Bradley, her brother, " etco Witnesses: Walter Leak,· 
Charles Christian, and William Leak. 



!,AMILY GROUP No. 4 H b d' F 11 N us an s u ame D rury I Ch . ti ris an I 
This Information Obtained From: ~~Dd'I Day Monlb ,,.ear City, Town or Place CcQ,ty or Prov~•& etc. Slate or Country Add. lnfo. Clll Hu~ 

r· 1:., ns..a.-r1 I --. -. 

Birth 
Wm & Mary Q Vol.15- Cht"'nd 

25 Mar. 2/23/1751 st. James No:rtbamnparish, Gooc h.land 
.P 3 t Ham1in Death Deed OK 

Wm & Mary Q .5 Burial 

.. ,• 

261 - 263 Places of Residence 

u P 4. e Hamlin Occupation Church Affiliation Mllitary"Rec. 
Deed Bk ~thar wivea, If :cldf>!O. <llc~ de:. I! alee s-rate for c mar. 

I. His Father Robert Christian Mothe11' s Maiden Name Lucy Bradley. 
·Qi 
~1-

(Lucy) t,I Wife's Full Maiden Name Lucretia Williams t•1 

l~f WU1r"1 
Day Month Year Ctty_. Town or Placo Ccwlty or ProYlncc, e1c. Stare or Counrry Add,: Info. ca W1fe 

I~ 
Data 

tit Birth .... Chr'nd l"'" ,u Death 
=i:t i .. BuriAl \ 

Jj1 Comolle~U '&"Con linri s '& 1~ Places of Residence 
" 1 Occuoatlon if other than Housewife Church Affiliation ~h Address 

!fi City, State ~f ~~Tlf~,M~2}..etc. 

Date Het" Fathet" Mother's Maiden Name 

Sex ChlldreD' a Names ID Pull I Children'• Day Modh YC11r City, TOWD or Pl.tee County er Provb:ice, et~ State or Country Add. hifo. Ol\ Cblldn.i (Arnzlgo ID ordu fJl bts1:2a) Data ... 

1 James 
airth 

Mar. 
~/217i-79§ St. James Northam Parish, p 3; 

Pu11Namecl~ \ Death -
!Burin 1 

2 Birth 3/'J/1764. p lJ 4 
Ann Mar. 

Pull Name d Spou.M- \ Death 
Burial 

3 
I 

Birth 8/16/1766 Va p 4, Hamlino Goochland, F J.15 ---
Drurv Jr. Mar. 

Pull Namtt of~ 

Pevton: \ 
Death 

Sarah M. Burial 

4 Birth 1760 
G-ineom Mar. 

Pull Namo cl~ \ Death .. 
Burial 

5 Birth 
Mar. 

Full Name ol Spou»e- \ be a th 

I Burial 

r Birth 
~ 

Mar. 
Full Nam" ol ~ \ D~ath Burial 

7 Birth 
Mar. 

Pull N.me tl Spo...W \ Death 
Burial 

8 Birth 
Mar. 

Pull N.rr~ at Spoe:.M* \ Death 
Burial 

9 Birth 
Mar. 

Pull Name ol SpouM- :\ ~11. Burial 
10 Birth -· 

~Nuno<l.,,._, 
Mar. 

\ [?ea th 
-

Burial 
C'I·• .. i . - '• . ... - rnu1-.c.:.: mor .. (l.,ui Gl't' f' t-;,.. u.ch m.ar. lll ll) CCC. &Dd Ult In Add. info. oi1 children C'Olumn. Uo.e rcvorot: otde ror additlODAl r.hl~ ueher notes, refeN"ncas or lalorm•ttcm. 



William & Mary Quarterly Vol 15, P 25: Register o:f St. James Northam Parish 
Goochland Co., Va lists: MARRIAGES - Nov. 23t 1751 - DRURY·-CHRISTIAN to 
Lucy Villia.ms. BIRTHS (P 35) - Born April 23, 1758, James, son of 
DRTJRY CHRISTIAN and Lucy Williama (P 114)- Born Mar. 3, 1764 , Ann, 
dau·hter of Drury Christian and Lucy Williamso (P 115) - Born Aug. 16, 
1766-- DlffiJi:~, son of Drury, Christian and Lucy Williams. 

Ha.I:llin Papers : CENSUS vi- l.190 - 11 No·te: This record was burned by the 
British in the War of 1812. We therefore use the Tax Lists of 1782 -
1787. as a substitute. The Christian :families o:f Virginia had increased 
vonder:fu1ly in a 100-year period, and we :find them listed in the follow
ing counties, to wit - Amherst, Bedlford, Fayette , Buckingham, Chalres c{ 
Rilrwiddie, Augusta, Montgomery, James City, Washington, Northampton, · 
Mecklenburg, New Kent, Gloucester, Shenandoah, Rockingham, and Norfolk. 
DRURY CHRISTIAN OF GOOCHLAND COUNTY had already le:ft Virginia, ·- . . 
~or Xorth Carolina soon a:fter the year 176~. T.here were only two heads 
of families o:f the said surname left in Goochland County by the year 17,82_. 
They.were: Charles Christian and ~urner Christian. 

'1·arren Co. (N.C.) Deeds, Book 2, 1767. -1783, PP 176-177: 

' 

"This indenture made the seventh day of December in the year of our Lord 
1767: between Sam Jones & Agnes, his wi:fe, o:f the county of Bule in the 
Province o:f North Carolina o:f the one part and DRURY CHRISTIAN OF THE 
COUNTY OF GOOCHLAND IN THE COLONY OF VIRGINIA, of the other part witnesseth 
that the sa.id Sam Jones and Agnes, his wife~ :for and· in considt.ration o:f 
the st.:.m o:f 105 poun~s to them in hand paid at or before the seay_ng and 
delivery o:f these presents , the rest vhere·o:r the sR.id Sam Jones and Agnes, 
his wi:re, doth hereby adknowledge hath granted bargained and so1d , 
a1i~nated 9 i~posed, released and confirmed and by these presents doth 
gran·~ bargain and sell unto DRURY CHRISTIAN, his heirs and assigns 

·a ce1-tain piece or parcel o:f land si ttH.., te . lying and beix:.g in the County 
oC But.a on the south side of Roanoke Fiverp being part of a tract 0£ land 
belonging to Col. Banjo Harrison 9 Deceased, and bounded a~ :fol1oweth • etc. 1 

Ritnasses: John Moseley and Thomas Phillips. Registered : July 29, 1769 

' '\ 



FAMILY GROUP No. 5 Husband's Full Name Drury Christian II 
:rats Information Obtained From: ~·· DaJ Moadl Year C'tty. Town or Plac• County or Pnl'llnco, OCC. State or Cowcry .Add. Info. an Hwit.ucl 

·Hamlin. p 7 Birth 8/lo/17ot:. 
TT.~~ r.o'"~llS Cbr'nd 

'\l;"n ,...T'~TI Cn - ( N. C - ) Mar. Chatham, N.C. 
~--ns Death 1833 Warren Co. Tenn. 

Dames Papers Burial 

/' ... 

.Fred.Biles Places of Residence Va •• N.C. 2 Tenn. .n. Occupation Church Affiliation Military Rec. 
.c. 
5· OC.r wives. U any. No. (l~~r de. .... 
1! Maka ~ate sbiec fOt' ea mar. 

~l 
His. FatheC' Dru::z Christian I Mother's Maiden NameLucz Williams 

·l · J.f Wife's Full Maiden Name Sarah M. Pevton 2:,. 
J~t Wlf_.s 

O.J Maada Yeu- CLtJ, Towra or Place Cciwsty or ProYfnca0 uc:. 
i:l o.&a Stare or ewntry Add. Info. GS WUe 

fwr 
.. 

Birth 1787 N.C. 
!§. thr'nd Ji'• 
,.31 Death 
!;~ 

:Sunnt -;1 . 
Jj! Compiler ~n++"'" r.'h-; ~-t; Races of Residence 

;Jj Address Occupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation 
!Ji City, State el ~~,~ .. ~nm.ecc. J ac 0 b Evans, Warren Co. Tenn Bk P299 

Date fier Father Mother's Maiden Name 

Sea Qildn:D'1 Nuna 11a Pull 1~·· (An-I.cs• l:a crdu d birdl) Oa)' M<U2a Year Clry. Towra 01' Place County or Pr.ivtace. ~ State or Cowitry Add. lnfo. Oil CbUdnll 

ll Wil1iam Thornton 
Birth l.806. N.C. 
Mar. 

Pull Name al Spou99 \, Death 
Mary .El.izabeth Luw~ 

R11rii:1l . 
C) Birth 1808 ... _, 

Hiram Mar. 1833 
Pull Name ol ~ \ Death ! 

.,. Sallie Burk Burial .. . \ .. 

3 ·Peyton Birth 1810 Tenne 
Mar. 

F~N.m•ol~ \ Death I 
Burial I 

4 . Birth 1811 '..._/ 
Elizabeth Mar. I Poll_ .. _ \ Death 

Columbus f{~~~!~ R11tial 

5 Anna Birth 
Mar. 

Pull Named Spme9 \ Death 

Burial 

r 
Bur::-ell ( i) Birth I 

Mar. 
Full Name ol Spouo9 \ Death 

Bunal 

\ . ri Strth 
Mar. 

Pull Name ci Spouae-

\ Death 
aurial 

8 Birth 
Mar. 

Pull N•me> ot 5'iouW \ Death 
Burial 

9 Birth 
I Mar. 

Full Name ol Spoi..W \ Death 
Burial 

10 Birth -
Mar. 

F•!.•.1 Narre ol srotzs ... \ OE.!~th 



BARNES PAPERS (McMinnville Tenn.} : ~epo7ted by Robert McBride, 
genea1ogist, Nashv:lille : "DRURY CHRISTIAN appears in Warren Co. (Tenn.) 
as early as 1819 when he buys land on Panther Creek. He died about. 
1833. His wife was Sarah M. Peyton (born in North Carolina in. 1787). 
She l.ater married Jacob Evans {Warren County Book ~. P 299. .· 

~he Barnes Papers state ·that Drury and Sarah Christian had five 
children and possibly six: The first listed is w. THORNTON-~ later 
referred to as Wi11iam Thornton Mr. B~ has a question mark 
beside the name "Burrell", who appears in Warren Co. records. 

Fred Biles of McMinnville, Tenn., a great grandson of Thornton Christia~~ 
reported to Sutton that he could find no record (in 1958) of Drury ~ 
Christian's will. · He did find a record. of l.and grants made to him and 
a deed made by him to Hilly Pepper on 14 January, 1824. It was a tract 
of land on Collins river at the mouth of Panther Creek (sometimes spelled 
"Panter .. ). According to Biles it is "a small creek entering Collins 
river near the old church site of.Smyrna, about 5 or 6 miles from 
McMinnville. Dury Christian made his mark on this deed and it was 
witnessed by Peyton Christian and Jacob Christian. From .. this, it.. seems 

. to be a fact that Drury Christian lived near Irving College a short 
time before his· death." 

IDE~ :. "On Jul.y 1, 1824 there was a grant made to Drury Christian 
consisting·of 51 acres on Cumberland Mountain on water of Rocky river, 
on both sides of turnpike, inc1uding the place wher~ he was living at 
that time ••• · 

"On May 3 1 .1826 he had another grant made to him consisting of 50 
acres on the waters of Co11ins river on the side of the mountain ad
joining him, so he must have moved in the meantime , or e1se there is 
ano~her Rock river, which we have not located. 

"The old Christian home about which you asked near Irving Coll.age 
apparently has no connection with Drury Christian and perhaps not any 
with Thornton Christian. The old Christian home place where grandmother 
Mary and grandfather Brad1ey Christian died came into their possession 
as a resu1t of their taking care of "Aunt Nety·Martin, widow o-£ Mose 
Martin~ Aunt Nety was an aunt of our grandmother • Mary E. Martin. 
Our great· grand~other was Harriet Freeman, a sister of Nety,-who married 
Mose Martin. As told to me by West Dodson, a contemporary of Tom Barnes, 
Harriet Freeman, a sister to Nety Freeman, and a sister-in-law to Mose 
Martin was made pregnant by her brother-in-law, Mose Martin, and bore 
him a daughter, Mary E1izabeth Mar:luil~, our grandmother. 

"It's a fact that later Harriet Freeman, our great grandmother married 
William Thornton Christian, our great. grandfather. She bore him two 
children9 Eugene and Athelia. 0 
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FAMILY GROUP No. __._6..,....... __ H_u_s_b_an_d_' s_F_ull __ N_am __ e.._,,;w;.;..i=· =l=l-=i:.=am=-.-T;..:;h.o;.;o:;..:r::..::n:.::..:.t .;:.o=n:...;.'-=C;.:.:h:.:r~i:-.::sr-:t:.iio.:~~""~-
This Inf orm~tiOn Obtained From: ~·· 0.1 Moada Year C'Uy. Town or Pbce CcuitJ cw ProvlDca, esc. Staie or Countr)' Add. lnlo. on ttua.t.Dd 

Birth 1806 Chatham Co. N.C. 
. .KOoert; £"1CD4J.Oll:S t:hr'nd 

Mar. 

~t 
~! 
cf! 

~a i; • ..L • AX C.ll::L v e b C!G 

.li. e co ra s i::> "~ v .i. c e 

Census 1~50 
Fred B±les 

- -- , 
Death .J..O./ u..-

Burial 
Places of Residence 
Occupation Church Affiliation 1 _ , Military Rec.\,; l. vi.L W a:i;-

His Fathern,...,,T"V ~h-r; ~ t:.; !!Ion TTMother's Maiden Name ba""l'"an M • .Peyton· 

Mary Elizabeth Lusk Wife•s Full Maiden Name 
9;). 
~~I -------------1 
l~t - ~u.;· ....... .,...,, Day ModJa Yeaz- Csty, Towra or Place Add. Info. oa WUe 

lir --~~~--~~--~'--~~~B=i~rt~h-t-~---------+---~------~~--------------~1~€-~>~.r __ __.....o ________ ~ 
!i' Chr•nd 
d) Death 
ist·----------~----~--~__,i------+-~----------1--------------------------------------1-----------~ j,J --------------~B~u~1riu~~,1.._ ___________________ , _________________ __.i.1.-__________ _ 

!H Compiler 51 J t t OD Cb r; 5 +.; k>la.ces of Residence 
;h Address ,... Occuoation if other than Housewife 
!Ji ·citY. ~te ~ tL7:tl~lf~,MY.2)..ccc. 

Church Affiliation 

Mr 

'. 

Date fier Fatherw l..L.L1am LUSK .LJ...L Mother's Malden Nametsarah JJavidson 

1 

2 

Sarah Malvina 
Pull Name ol ~ 

Rando1ph. Drake 

:Martha Jane. 

Sr.ate er Country 

Birth I I .LJ.FJ.l5.)U 

Birth ~/ l/ lbJ2 

Mar. 
Full Name cl SpouM9 \ beath 

LaFayette Cartrigh't:\FB~u~rl=~-r---.~_.~~.--+---~--------------------------~--4---------~ 

3 !Birth ~I 0 I J.~ Jl.f. 'J ohri H. FM'-"'a-r-. --+-,-,-.,-.,--,-,Q-t:_'l__. ___________________ ~-----
. Full Name cl~ Death , , _. .,. 

Mary Jane Duckwort\1..t'-~9-urial-.--t-----.~.-----t---~--------~~-----------------+------~---
4 Birth J.~/ J../ l.'6J~ 

Samue 1 L. Fr-.=·1a~r=.'-+-------+--------------------------1"-------

PW1 Nam•d~ \FD_e~ath_+-------1-----------~----------~----1--------~ 
Rurlal _ . 

5 Birth J/ 0 I J.tsJts 
America A. Mar. 

Pull Name d SpouM9 

\
Death 
Bunal . _ . 

6 Birth J..J./ U/ J.'6!4-l 
William Bruce Mar. 

Full Named~ 

Turner:\ 
Death 

Margaret Burial . . 

7 Birth J.2.f 4.5/ J.'64 '+ warren uo., Tenn. 
Orlando Bradley Mar. 5/ 5FJ.OFJ. 

full Name cf~ \ Death 7/1571915 
So M~n:~ ~J4~~J~~~h Burial . 

Warren eoo Tenn. 

8 s. 3irth 1B£.l.7 
Calhoun vfar. 

Full Nam~ c! SpouM9 \ Jeath 
Bu Li al 

9 
I 

Birth 
\ifar. 

Full Name ot SpouW \ Death 
Ru rial 

10 Binh 
Mar. 

Pull Same cl SpouM- \ Death 
Rurh•l 



BARNES PAPERS record that ·Thornton Christian was married the second 
time·to Harriet Freeman, by whom he had two children : Eugene ("Doc") 
Christian (married to Mo11ie Griswold) and Athalia (died unmarried in 
1881) . - . 

N~tiol}al Archives &Record.~ ·se~ice : w;'t. Christian~ ··c~pt. cci. :d, 
Mountain R~f1e ·Regiment Tennessee Volunteers. Appears on Company 
Muster Rol1 of the organization named above for .S~pt. 6 to Oct. 4, 186.l. 
Enliste4 Sept. 7 at Camp Smart~ for 12 months. 

IDEM: Wm •. 'll. Christian, 1 Sgt. Capt.. W .T. Chrisian' s Company., .5;, Tenn •. 
Reg1 t Provisional Army. Age 53 years. Company Muster-in Roll of ( 
the organization named above. Rol1 dated : Bowling Green, Ky. Oct. 
31, 18.61. Muster-in to date Sept. 7, 1861. Remarks: Promoted to 
captaincy Sept. 11, 1861. A footnote explains: This company subse
quently became (1st) Company D , 35th Regiment Tennessee Infantry. It 
was disbanded about April 1862, and the men assigned to other comp
anies of the regiment. ~he regiment was organized September 11, 1861, 
and accepted into the service of the Confederate States Oct. 31, 1861. 
It was known in the field as the 5th Tennessee Regiment Provisional 
Army and as the Mountain Ri~le Regiment Tennessee Volunteers,.but was 
officia11y designated the 35th Regiment Tennessee Infantry by the A.& 
I.G.o •••• About Apr. 9, 1865 the 4th, 5th 19th, 24th, 31st, 33rd, 35th 
38th, and 41st Regiments Tennessee Infantry were consolidated and 
formed the 3d Consm1idated Regiment Tennessee Infantry, which was 
paroled at Greensboro,_N.C~, May.· 1, 1865. 

FRED BILES REPORTS: "Today I learned where William Thornton Christian 
was buried and I went to Shi1oh, an old church and cemetery just o:ff 
the Sparta highw~~ (#70) about 6.miles from here (McMinnville} • He 
has .a stone which has been erected at his grave within the last 20 
years by some Confederate agency. It reads: "Captain W.'I;. Christian. 
Co. D 35 T:enn. Inf. CSA". It does not give the dat.e of birth or death.~' 

NA~'L ~CHIVES & RECORDS SERVICE: William Thornton Christian was born 
·in Chatham, N.c. in 1806; died in McMinnville, Ten. 

·(1959) 
AFFIDAVIT/OF Herve M. Christian : n1 hereby certify that my liather was 
Orlando Bradley.Christian, who was born i~ Warm Co., Tenn., on Deco 
25, 1844, and who married Mary Elizabeth Mart.in on May 4, 1871; that my 
grand:father was William Thornton Christian, who was bo·rn in North Caro
lina in 1806.and who married {1st) Mary Elizabeth Lusk; that , according 
to the best information and knowledge available to me, such as deeds, 
census records, and written local history, my great grandfather was 
Drury Christian, who came to Warren county and settled near what is now 
Irving College in about 1819 •••• " 
FRED BILES:' Concerhing Harriet Freeman Christian:" She died Apr. 1.5, 192( 
and is buried in Riverview Cemetery, McMinnville. Although no record has 
been found of date· of her birth, she is reputed to have been over 100 year! 
old. Records o:f newspaper "Southern Standard" were destroyed by :fire. 
"Mary Elizabeth Ramsey Clemmings gave me some info conerning Harriet c. 
It seems that she used to stay at the o1d "Smartt House", .which later 
became our famed "Sedberry Hotel" and Mary C went to dances at this place .. 
She, Mary Cynthia 9 said that Harriet Christian, in her 1ast years? wouid 
w~tch1 them dance :for a while and then she would kick off her shoes and 
get on the floor and dance 'like a youngster '. " 
HISTOhY OF TENNESSJ~E , Pub'd 1887 : "The 5th Regiment of' Tennessee Vol
unteers Inf'antry , later known as 35th Regiment, was organized at qamp 
Smartt near McMinnville Sept. 6, 1861. Benjamin J. Hill of' McMinnville 
was Colonel of' the regiment. There were 5 companies ; Capt. W.T •. Christiar 
:was in Company D. Orlando B. Christian sery~_d ___ in C_ompany H .•• •.Irving 



FAMILY GROUP No T . Husband's Full Name Or1ando Bradley Christian 
This Information Obtained From: ~·, 0.J Monlb Yaar C'tty, Town or Place Ccmitr or Pl"OYl.DCe, etc.. Stale or Counlr)' Add. Info. an Hu.bud 

~~ "l"'TIQ>_q l)~nOT"S Birth 1:_~( ~5 I l.ts4• ~ 
Nat'! Archlves & Ch1"'1 n..:· 

Records Mar. 5/4/18'61 
. Fred Biles Death 7/15/1914 

RohRrt Mc'R--ride Burial 

( 

.. Places of Residence 

~i Occupation Church Affiliation Mllitary Rec. · 
1· ~::..:::,~::let~ <!iJ:>~ -· 1! His Father Wm Thornton Chris i:Mc:al:tar's Maiden Name Marv Eliz. Lusk 
~l 
'14 J. Wife's Full Maiden Name Marv Elizabeth Martin j~i WU e's 

Day Monlb Yeal" City, Town or Pi.c. Ccwity or Province, etc. Stare or CO'..:nlr)' Add. Info. CD Wife 2=.r Cal.a 
L~l 

Birth 7/11/1846 l~r .... ,,· .... Chr•nd. l .... 
.t31 Death 1874 
ij! 

:Surial J:s! 
Chris.ti Pmces of Residence ;p ComeilerSutton u_J 

Occupation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation -cli Address 

l:i City, State = s;;.:;~·~urlr~a\gtccc. 
Date Her Father Moses Martin Mother's Maiden Name Harriet Freeman 

Su C.~~·a Names in Fall 1~·a Oat MOlllla Year C:ty. Town or Place Ccunty or Provtacc. ~ Srate or Country Add. Info. ca Cbildnc lAnu&• ID order ol binb) Dau. 

11 Birth 6/18/1872 Warren Co. T.enn. 
I Ernest Mar. 10/9/1891 

.. I Pull Name cl Spciu..- . \ Death 2/11/1939 
:Martha Clendenen . Bun~t a Nashville Tenn .. 

') Birth 12/7 /187~~ Warren Co. Tenn .. "' Blanche Mar. 12/23/18< »6.. 
Full Name d SpaaN" \ Death 1954· 

Charles A. Biles Burial .. ' .. 
3 Isaac Hartwell Birth ! 10/12/18'" 6. 

Mar. 
I PWl Named Spou..- \ Death 12/24/195:. I· Zay Williams Burial Weather:foJtd. Tex. 
14 Birth I 3/6/1878 I Oda T 4a Mar. 

Fci,l Name ot Spouae* \ Death 1958 
IFred Nicodemus Burial I Oklahoma ( itv 
5 Birth 4/8A.881 I 

·Herbert ~ l2e ..... ._w:) Mar. 1935 
P!.:!J Name of 5pouM9 

\ Death l9CJ9 
V1era Parks Burial! 

~ Birth 1882 Irvin.go Collee:e. Warren Co •• Tenn. 

I William Thornton. Mal". I 
FU! Namf:T ol Spou..- \ Death 1941 

Burial 
10oaloosa. Ala .. 

7 Birth 7 /23/188( 
Clyo. ~tar. 

PuH Name of Spou_. \ Death 
H.T. Dod.son Butial 

~ Birth .:l lj ';JU 

Lona ~tar. 
Full Na~ of Spoueea.. - ·- \ Death ~~1~~ .. 2CL 1~l'l1 __ Gi~lley Burfal 

. 

9 . 
Birth 
" .. Jar. 

Pull l'la:nc cl Spcl\llH!'9 \ Dearh 
Bur-ia! 

10 Birth I 
Mar. ! 

I Full Name ol. Spoua.- \ Dea~h_ I 
\. -



NAT'L ARCHIVES· & RECORDS SERVICE: Orlando Brad1ey Christian was born 
12/25/1844 in Warren Co., Tenn. During the Civil War he served in 
the Confederate Army 16th Tenn Regiment,. CSA ( Co G & H} He died 
Ju1v 151 1Q14 in 1Warren co·., Tenn. He served as a private, f'or which fie was a~Ar p~nsionea. . 

FRED BILES : Mary Elizabeth Martin married William R. Martin before 
she married Orlando Bradley Christian. There was a mystery regarding 
her parentage. She was the daughter of Mose Martin, who ·was married 
to "Aunt Nety" Martin, whose sister was Harriet Freeman. l,;iiles wrote: 
"Aunt Nety was an.aunt of our grandmother, Mary Elizabeth Martin ••• 
Our great grandmother was Harriet Freeman ••• Here is the story as told 
to me by West Dodson, a contemporary of Tom Barnes (historian of War~' 
County) - - Harriet Freeman, a sister to Nety Freeman Martin ,.was maae 
pregnant by her brother-in-law, Mose Martin, and she bore Mary Eliza
beth, who became our grandmother. It is a fact that later Harriet 
Freeman, our great grandmother married Wi1liam Thornton Christian, 
our greatgrand:father {father-in-law of her daughter Mary Elizabeth). 
Harriet as the second wife ~f Thornton Christian bore him two children, 
Eugene, "·Doc" , and Athalia. "Doc" Christian was the food specialist 
who married Molly Griswold. He died in New York. Athalia , his sister, 
died at the age of 23 9 unmarried. 

ROBERT MCBRIDE (Senior Archivist , .Tennessee State Library)- : "The 
Barnes collection is really a little gold mine of' information on Warren 
Co. :families, as you will see. _It is not in the best condition , and 
has been dif':ficult to wo~k with, but it has been a pleasure nevertheless 
and .I have the :f~eling of' a creative accomplishment .in the abstract I 
am sending •••••• Barnes' sources are 0 censuses, court records, obitu
aries, some printed material, Bible records, his personal knowledge, 
ann notes made f'rom wh~t must· have been a deep interest in and exten
sive conversations with a great number of' people". 

( 



FAMILY GROUP No 8 . Husband's Full Name Ernest Christian 
This Information Obtained From: ~·· O.J Moada Year C11y. TOlrlt OI' Pbce CQmcy « Prorince. etc. Slal• or Couzicry Add. Wo. on HuturJ 

. Birth 6/18/1872 Warren Co.· Near McMinnvi11e, Tenn. 
Chr'nd 
Mar. 10/9/1891 Warren Co. 
Death 2/1,/1939 Nashvi11e. Tenn. 
Burial Nashville. Tenn. 
Places of Residence 5 e e reverse side o:f this :form ., 
Occupation Minister Church Affiliation Ch.. o:f ..L i. Military Rec. 

I! ~~,g:cz.::r~g>.=:Bernetta Tins1ev: ·if 11r:;/192CJ .. Celina. Teru 
I. His Father Orlando B Christ iaather's Maiden Name Maxey E. Mart.in 
~l 
~Ji J. \Vife's Full Maiden Name Martha 
HI 

Clendenen 
Wlf_.s 

Day Mod!a Yar CJly. Town or Place Comity or Provtac .. etc. 1: Da&a Stare or Couatry Add. Info. on Wife 

l§r Birth CJ/10/1872 Warren co •• Tenn. ... c. -~ 

Chr'nd a .... .. u Death 11/29/192) 
i!' Burial Anann_ 'J'a ... i 'Y' - \ 

•P Comoiler Places of Residen;e 
u 1 / ::>ccuoation if other than Housewife Church Affiliation ~h Address 
!ii City. State ~ =t:."te'"-ur,~a~~.esc. 

( 
' I 

·Date ier Father Chas. Washine:ton Mother's Maiden Name Elizabeth Barnes 
Qlldreo"a Nernell iD Pall 1~·· 

"""-.._ ____ ---..-
Sa (Anwce ID oC'da' ol btre) O.y Moacb Year Clly. Town or Place Cou:ncy or Provt.Dce. ~ Slate or CClUZltry Add. Into. on Chlldnft 

1 Birth 12/17 /1892 Warren Co. Tenn. 
Om~ Lee Mar. : 
. Full N&ine d Sp:it.-e \ Death 3.0/3[1_~?~ 

Rn\""4!!11 Armstronl~ Cemeterv. Warren Coo-
2 L" . t De Vitt Birth 1894. Irvine: College. Warren Co ... r'enn .. 
.. ivings on 

Mar .. 
Pull Name ol SpauN9 \ Death 

!Burial 

3 Herbert Birth 6/J.5/1896 IrvinEZ' Collee:e. Warren Coa.. ·~enn. 

Mat". 1/1/19,20 Anson. Tex. 

.. , .. 

Full Name ol Sp:luW \ Death 4/2;/1947 
Audra Lawrence 

Burial Wichita F alls .. Tex. 
4 Charles A~E8'1lt * Birth 4/15/1899 

Mar. 1931 
Full Name ol ~ \ Death 

.T Ave l 1 Grogan Ru rial Ft. Worth. Tex-
5 Larrimore Birth 8/8/1Q02 Warren Co •• Tenn ... 

Sutton MaI". 9/17 /11 
Pull Name cl SpouM- \ Death i1/22/1q61 Hamnton. Va. 

Nevada Semenza Burial Bodv l?'i '\t ·~ n. to science 
6 ·Birth 9/11 /19oi. 

Glad:x:s 

\ 
Mar. Warren Co •• Tenn. 

FullNameol~ Death a/12/1920 
Burial Anson- TA 'C -

( 7 Birth 7 /22/1907 Pendl.et on. Tex .. 
Ora l,AA Mar. 
Full Name cl~ 

Ferre ii\ Death 
.. ohn Re~ .£Pa,., 3urial 

B 3irth i/1/1QQQ McGregor,T"exas 
·-·!...--~··> .•. ~- -· 

Clariene Mar. 
Full Naaw cl~ 

W:::ttson \ 
:>ea th 

Char1as H_ BuI"ial 

9 ~- J/5/191"3 Hillsboro, Tex. 
Ernest Jr. Mar. .i/s/i!l.37 
Full Name cl~ •\ )ea th 

Maria Logsdon 
Ru rial 

10 Birth 
Mar. 

FullNameol~ 
\ ~ea~-



*Charles was undoubted1y christened Charles Brad1ey , the' middle name 
for his grandfather, Or.lando Bradley. However, he used the name Brady. 
on his-marriage license and on the marriage announcement of his daughter, 
Martha, so it has to be Brady on the genealogical record. 

SUTTON CHRISTIAN wrote the following summary account. of the Ernest 
'Christian -Martha Clendenen ~ami1y in 1961 : 

"Ernest Christian and Martha Clendenen (Christian) and their five child
ren·left Warren County,.Tenn. about 1906 -07 and settled on a farm near 
Pendleton, not far from Belton, Texas. He became a minister_.of the 
Church of Christ in the 1890's and conducted revival meetings at various 
places while not ·farming in Texas. About 1909 he abandoned farming·t~ 
devote fu.11 time to ·the ministry, moving first to McGr.egor, Tex. He ~~ .,.> 

minister of Churches of Christ at the following piaces: Hillsboro, ca. 
1911-14.; Anson, 1914-17; Wichita Falls, 1917-19; Anson~ 1919-21; Snyder, 
1921-24. For a period of two or three years, 1925-27, he was inactive 
due to i.11 health. About 1928 he became minister of the Church of Christ 
in Monroe, La. Four years after the death of Martha, his wife, he 
married Mrs. Bernetta Tins1ey in Celina,. Tenn., July 15, 1929. He and 
his second wife lived for a while in Hermitage Springs, Tenn., and 
moved (aQout 1936) to Nashvi11e, Tenn. , where he died in 1939. Bernetta 
Tinsley was married first to a veteran o:f the Civil War. Her chi1dren 
by her first marriage were:. Harry Glynn Tinsley, b. 11/18/1912, and 
Elizabeth Tinsley {Sedivi), born 5/9/1916. 

"Ernest Christian was widely known among his col.leagues and townsp~ople 
as a caconteur and htimor.ist. He had a remarkable personality and such 
was his power of ~ttraction that he was always surrounded by people, 
whether in a barber shop, a news stand,. a drug store, . or in a train 
lounge. "Preacher ' Christian's quips on assorted subjects were often 
quoted. This talent :for story-te.lling established for him a rapport 

. that shattered many of the prejudices separating people o:f differing 
religious faiths. . Wherever he preached, the church was usually filled 
to capacity. In the pulpit there was no nonsense. He preached the gos
pe1 with vigor, his great voice rising 1ike a clap o:f thunder when he 
wished to underscore a point. A sudden change of tone and pace might 
:fo11ow an illustrative anecdote, which had been related in conversational 
tone. ·He probably did not have the equivalent of a high schoo1 education. 
He was not a.lways grammatical, although it seems certain, to one who re
calls the era, that he was'adequate :for the times and places. Much of 
the traditions of the Old West prevailed in Texas for the :first two or 
three decades of. this century. Texans wanted no stuffy, unbend.ing reli
gion. They preferred preachers who were good humored and human, under
standing and under~tandable. On the debit side, Ernest Christian at 
times permi.tted anger to unbalance his judgment of peop1e who offended 
him with real or imagined wrong-doing. One cannot say how he would have 
managed his financial affairs if he had ever had an adequate salary. 
For the years 1910 to 1915 it is doubtfu1 that his average salary ex- 1-
ceeded $125 a month, and there were years when he preached :for as litt ~ 
as $80 a month. Probably the highest salary was in Wichita Falls, where 
as I reca11, he received between $300 and $400 a month. With the· ex
ception of Wichita Falls, he preached in communities before the oil-rich 
days, largely dependent on agriculture and ranching. A crop failure 
would mean that the preacher would go :for months without salary. •.. Family 
income could not be supplemented by the children taking odd jobs after 
schoo1, :for such were not always availab1e in small towns. The c'risis 
-was relieved considerably as some of' th~. older childr.en were :forced 
to leave school,before hraduation, to take jobs. During all those 
years o~ inadequate salaries (and it should be stated tha~ the manse 
was not provided by the church) visiting preachers ~nd lay members were 
f~equent guests in a household heavily burdened with debts. It would 
have been a helpful" education and good training for the older children 
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continued from Family Group 8 Form 

i:r Ernest OHristi.a.n had'h~ld a monthly "economic council" , at which 
he could have assembled all debt figures for discussion and assignment 
0£ responsibilities. But he was not a business man nor an organizer, 
and thus the older children, even when they were working, were never 
avare o:f the :full extent o:f family debts and did no.t assume an adequate 
share of responsibility." 

His wife, Martha Clendenen Christian, died in Wichita Fa11s, Tex. as a 
· result of a cerebral hemmorrhage. She was buried in Anson beside the 

grave of Gladys, the daughter who had preceded her in death by :five years, 
Mother was an ideal minister's wife - - kind, generous, thoughtful. 
And her resourcefulness in the kitchen often recalled the Biblical 
miracle of stretching the five loaves and two fishes to feed the multitudt 
She earned the affection of every congregation. " 



·A BRIEF "BIOGRAPHY OF SUTTON CHRISTIAN 
·.··: ·.' · .. 

Sutton Christian en.me. at ... about midp_oint in a large and p·oor :family. He 
lvas a sensitive child, who must have 1mtened care:fuily to the moral pre
cepts he heard from h •s· :father and have emulated the kindness and thought
:fulness of· his mother t'rom an early age. Ambition :for an erlucation domin-

· ated his thought throughout adolescenc~. It might have seemed ~opeless to 
anyone but Sutton in.such a home environment,_ yet he persisted in the dret=tm. 
In his senior year in_high school he was invited by his Uncle "Harty" and 
Aunt Zay to live with them in Weather:ford, Tex., where he was graduated. 
Somehow he managed to get to Columbia, Mo., where he enrolled in the Univ
ersity o:f Missouri, his h~art set on graduating .:from its £am~d School o:f 
Journalism. He was entirely on his own in his struggle for higher education. 
Every summer.he signed up with a magazine sales team and sold subscriptions 
throu{"hout Missouri,. Illinois and Indiana, an experience that was to servf' 
him well in later years. nuring the school year he waited on table in 
restaurants, cafeterias anri fraternity houses. Many times he went hunery 
for dnys, subsisting on bread and milk. He was .not to real.ize his ambition 
to obtain a degree' however. In his :final semester he was called home by 
his mother's death. He wa.s confronted with a d:i.scoura.:rine family situation. 
l!is father was not well) and the three youngest children, -Ora Lee, Clariene, 
and ErnP.st, needed his help and r.ruirlance. He cancel.led his plnn to return 
.to finish his course. 

Sutten worked as a. reporter in Vernon and Lubbock, Texas, :for a few_years. 
In 1930 he and a colleaf'"tJfl, Alan Carney, sailed from Galveston aboard a 
Dritish freighter hound on a vagabond trip around the world •. He had SRO in 
his pocket. They wound up in Shanr:hni months.la.tar a:fter many adventures. 
There Sutton went to work in February, 1931, OTl the China PrP.ss, a morning 
daily p11blished in Bneli~h but Chinese ownPd. The same day another American, 
Nevarla Semenza, reported :for work on the China Press staf£. Within a. ~ew 
months, on Sept. 17, 19,1, they were married in .the American Community· 
Church. The Sino-Japanese war began almost simultaneously. On their honey
moon to Peking. they traveled by train with refugees :from Manchuria who told 
them about· the Japanese occupation,J and in the Forbidden City and elsewhere 
they heard young students in mass meetings call on Chianrr Kai-shek to mount 
an immcdinte de:fcnse against the Japanese •. Return:i.ng to Shanehai, they 
found themselves war reporters as the Japanese pl~nes and gunboats attacked 
the city. In March, 1932, they returned to the U.S. It was the depth of 
the Depression, and jobs were non-existent. . In Aueust of' th:::t.t year they 
joined StRnley Netherton, a printer, in a partnership publishine a weekly 
newspftp(!r in a· small town, Soquel, in Santa Cruz County, Calif.. Their 
success led to an offer by the owner of' the Pac·i£i·c,brovr. Tribune, where 
Sutton's management broueht an ailing paper out of the red. In 1935 

- Sutton became editor. o:f a morning daily in Santa Cruz, Calif'., The Sentinel. 

·it was there that they built their :first home in 1939. 

When World War II heean, Sutton, beyond draft age, but eac-er to serve "his 
country, enlisted in the '\merican Red Cross as ~ f"ield servir.e rlirector, 
nssicnect to \laska and the Aleutians. N"evncia move<"l f'rom Snnta Cruz to 
Snn Francisco ann became Director of' Public Information f'or the Pacific 
~rea·orrice of' the Red Cross. In 1943 hoth of them joined the starf' of' the 
0.f:fice o:f War In:formation, Overseas Branch, and Sutton asked for an over:.. 
seas assiB11111ent. He :flew f'rom New York yia Casablanca in th·""' :fall of' 19h4 
to the China Theater. '1 'I'hore he took charF,e o:f OWI operations in Chune;-ld.ne, 
Chen::,tu, Sian and, eventually, Peking. In that historic city·, as ·the' 
highest ranking American, he :formally acccpteci the surrenrter or. the . 
·commanrler of the Japanese occupation :forces. Rcturninp home ~n November,. 
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1945,· Sutton :first published the San Gabriel, Calif. Sun. In the spring 
of 1947 he and Nevada purchased a half-interest in a weekly newspaper 
~n Mountain View~ Calif., called the ~egister-Leader. Within a few 
months they converted it to a five-day paper, anticipating industrial 
gro~th and population growth ~n the area. In .1949 they acquired full 
ownership of .the paper. Sutto"n suffered a heart attack in February, 
1951. This led to their decision to sell their newspaper. Sutton 
was never again able to return actively to newspaper work, but turned 
his interests to political and civic affairs. 

During a period, 1960-61, t:hey lived in Gatlinburg, Tenn., where ( 
Nevada managed the Arrowcraft Shop for her sorority. Sutton became 
director of public relations for the Southern Highlands Cra:ftsman•·s 
Guild. He roaned through the hill country of Tennessee, North Carolina 
and Kentucky in~erviewing and writing the stories of men and women 
making a living of wood carving," weaving, ceramics, basketry, and 
cabinet work. They returned at the end of 1961 to their home in Los 
Altos, Calif. and decided to sell it and begin a new chapter somewhere. 
They wanted to learn more first-hand about the problem of our black-
whi te relationships. They applied for public relations posts at several 
Negro colleges and in November, 1962 went to Hampton Institute, HaMpton, 
Va. There Sutton directed the college's publicity of:fice anc.1 Nevada 
worked on a fund-raising campaign timed for the college's Centennial. 
Founded immediately after the Civil War, to educate freed slaves, Hamp-. 
ton was embarking on· a program of attracting white students to accomplish 
reverse integration. Sutton rose to the challenges of a biased press 
and succeeded in making some real advances placing an impressive number 
of' news stories in the local papers and gaininF. the interest of radio 
·stations. Sutton died while supervising a visiting television crew 
from Paris that wished to show the process of inteft'ral.ing white students 
on a predominantly Negro college campus. The day was Nov. 22, 1963. 
The cause: shock from the news of President Kennedy's assassination. 
Sutton's ailing heart could not withstand it. 

Of' him it was said in a memorial service: "Some men, s·aicl Emerson, 
serve their day and generation by what they do, and some by what they 
are. Sutton Christian was a man who did both ••• Mr. Christian was a 
man of character, of culture, deep experience, eminent ability in his 
special field of work, and in every respect ~ 'gentle ' man ••• 

"The degree to which our beloved associate, Mr. Sutton Christian, 
will not only keep .but even deepen his influence over us in a way 
strangely independent of any physical presence is a fact that wl.11 be 
a matter of' pP.rsonal, intimate experience for us. But I dare say that 
his memory will for many of us touch even a common day with significance, 
will speak with quickening power to the best within us. ~-· 

"Utter simplictiy, respect f'or personality, complete devotion to his 
tnsk, marked this man whonawe honor this evening." 

This genealogy occupied Sutton•·s interest and attention during the 
period f'rom 1959 to 1961, after he had visited his birthplace in Warren 
County and his last living uncle, "Herve" Christian 0 




